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immediately dealt with. A company of Inniskilling Fusiliers was
flown up to Kirkuk in Transport Vernons, and the presence of
British troops stabilized the situation.

The story of the Assyrians is a pathetic one, for they had come
to Iraq as refugees with their families and what possessions
remained to them after many vicissitudes. Their original home
country was in the hills south of Lake Van and in the general
direction north-east of Mosul. Their Patriarch, Mar Shimun, had
been treacherously murdered by Kurds in 1918, and when the
Russians collapsed the Turks almost finished off what remained
of this Christian community, but somehow the survivors found
their way through Persia into Iraq. At the time of the Armistice
they were in the refugee camp at Baquba not many miles north
of Baghdad on the Diyala River. In four years they had lost no
less than two-thirds of their original population; they could not
return to their home because the Turks would not have them, and
the Iraq Government wanted to get rid of them at the earliest
possible moment.

The three or four Assyrian Levy battalions under Colonel
Dobbin were good fighting units, the men were well trained and
amenable to discipline under British officers, but they occasionally
saw red when some incident occurred involving Kurds, their
hereditary enemies. Some years later their numbers were again
reduced in a large-scale conflict with the Iraqis, and the majority
of those that remain have found employment with the R.A.F.
in Iraq.

The next problem with which we were faced was the violation
of the Mosul Vilayet frontier by Turkish irregulars, a convenient
term for Turkish troops acting on instructions from their local
commander who could disown them if their activities led to
diplomatic representations on a high plane. In this case swift
retribution followed this barefaced infringement of territory,, for
they were immediately attacked by No. 6 Squadron, RA.F., and
quickly withdrew whence they came.

There is little else to record of the rest of my time in Iraq,
and on October 12th I flew off en route to England and to some new
appointment, yet to be disclosed. I went by way of Damascus *with
my usual escort, and this time I followed the Nairn trans-desert
car route, the tracks of which were even plainer than the air-route
plough track to Amman. This motor service was now running to a
regular weekly schedule. Leaving Baghdad or Damascus about
i p.m. the cars arrived at their destination by 11 a.m. next day.
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